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SparkLabs Cultiv8 Ag and Food Tech Accelerator announces its 
entry into GAN and appoints Guy Hudson as its Executive 
Director. 	
 	
ORANGE, AUSTRALIA— After a rigorous selection process, GAN (gan.co) has invited SparkLabs 
Cultiv8’s Ag and Food Technology Accelerator to join its highly curated community of independent 
accelerators, partners, and investors. 
 
As part of the White House’s Startup America Initiative, GAN was launched in 2010 to align the 
accelerator industry around globally accepted best practices and to create a standardized model 
for their success. The community currently includes more than 80 of the world’s best 
accelerators—among them, Techstars, MuckerLab, Startupbootcamp, and Flat6Labs—nearly 30 
corporate partners, and a new venture arm, all focused on creating opportunities for startups to 
access the human and financial capital they need to create and grow their businesses, wherever 
they are. 
 
Being a GAN Member will allow participants in SparkLabs Cultiv8 Ag and Food Technology 
Accelerator to work with leading industry players and provide access to innovative and values-
minded corporate partners excited to engage with entrepreneurs.  
 
Jonathon Quigley, SparkLabs Cultiv8 Partner states, “Becoming a GAN Member further validates 
the strong fundamentals and strength of our founder-friendly accelerator program.”  
	
In addition to this appointment, SparkLabs Cultiv8 have recently appointed Guy Hudson as its 
Executive Director. Guy brings with him an enviable track record. He was the former Head of Asia 
Pacific for Founders Intelligence, a specialist consultancy helping corporates to better understand 
emerging businesses and crafting mutually beneficial relationships between corporates and start-
ups. As part of the Founders Forum Group this gave Guy the opportunity to work with some of the 
world’s most successful digital entrepreneurs. Guy was also the founder of the Opportunity 
Cooperative, a community accelerator. He has worked with governments across Latin America, 
Europe and the Middle East to help them to understand how to better support entrepreneurs and 
early stage companies.  
 
Jonathon Quigley, SparkLabs Cultiv8 Partner states, “We are ecstatic to bring on board Guy 
Hudson to lead the SparkLabs Cultiv8 Accelerator program. His experience transforming and 
accelerating businesses and industries through technology globally, provides him with a strong 
platform to connect with our entrepreneurs in the SparkLabs Cultiv8 program.”   
 



 

 

 “I am thrilled to join the SparkLabs Cultiv8 team. I’m eager to work with entrepreneurs to provide 
strategic support and mentorship to grow their businesses into global successes. Already, the level 
of enquiry and the quality of businesses we are meeting with has been very strong. I’m excited to 
see the other companies that come in before the programs closing date, the 8th of December 
2017.” stated Guy Hudson, Executive Director, SparkLabs Cultiv8. 
 
Guy believes, “Whilst there is strong support for early-stage businesses in AgTech more needs to 
be done to support growth stage businesses to build platforms for future success. SparkLabs’ 
proven track record providing this support across its accelerator portfolio will provide the right 
path to build a foundation for long-term sustainable growth across global markets.” 
 
SparkLabs have an impressive track record. They launched their first accelerator in Seoul five 
years ago and have programs across Asia with 79% of graduates having received follow-up 
funding and over US$235 million in venture capital so far. SparkLabs Demo days are now the 
largest in the world with over 2,100 attendees attending the last demo day in June 2017 with 
attendees from the US, China, Japan, Indonesia, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong, Australia, NZ 
and others. Success stories from SparkLabs Accelerator program include 
cosmetics company Memebox and online math learning platform Knowre, both of which expanded 
in the US with SparkLabs' assistance.  
 
Frank Meehan of SparkLabs Group believes, “SparkLabs Cultiv8 positions Australia as the premier 
accelerator for Ag and Food Tech entrepreneurs, offering an unrivalled combination of access to 
Government research talent, farms for prototyping, corporate access and a global accelerator 
network. Nowhere in the world can an Ag and Food tech startup get access to so much enabling 
support, which offers a tremendous opportunity to create new platforms and systems" 
 
About SparkLabs Cultiv8 SparkLabs Cultiv8 is a startup accelerator founded by entrepreneurs 
for entrepreneurs, and launched in partnership with the Department of Primary Industries. The 
core focus of the program is to assist entrepreneurs to go global and will target later stage startup 
companies from the Ag, Food, Sustainability and Technology sectors.  
 
The program will be based outside of Sydney at the Orange Agricultural Institute in the Global 
AgTech Ecosystem or GATE and will commence in Q2 2018. Program participants will access 
industry-leading mentors, the NSW Department of Primary Industries Innovation and Technology 
Research platforms, linkages with relevant corporates such as KPMG Australia and Minter Ellison, 
plus exposure to the SparkLabs Accelerator network and GAN. 
 
The mentorship-driven program will be eight months in length and provides funding, office space, 
a tailored program and access to a top-tier network of entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, angel 
investors and executives. As a part of the program, SparkLabs Cultiv8 Accelerator participants will 
be able to access up to A$100,000 in direct investment for an agreed stake. 
 
Applications close 8 December, 2017 and be submitted online at www.sparklabscultiv8.com 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Guy Hudson 
Executive Director, SparkLabs Cultiv8 
+61 418 987 440 
guy@sparklandscultiv8.com	


